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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Local 44 Newsreel accepts 
submissions in person, by mail, 
or by email (preferred).  All 
submissions are subject to review 
and approval.  

Written submissions should be 
checked for accuracy and spelling 
by the author.  Local 44 Newsreel 
takes no responsibility for errors in 
member submitted content. 

Please include names of all 
persons pictured in submitted 
digital and print pictures to be 
eligible for publication.

Submissions are subject to 
revision and editing when 
necessary. 

Local 44 Newsreel offers no 
guarantee that any submission will 
make it to print.

NEXT DEADLINE: JULY. 31

E-mail	 newsreel@local44.org

Fax	 818-769-4222

Mail	 Newsreel Submissions 
        c/o	 IATSE Local 44 
	 12021 Riverside Drive 
	 North Hollywood, CA 91607

Questions? Comments?
Call 818-769-2500

REELNEWS

Register with Local 44's Website, www.Local44.org, for access to these great features:
• Manage your Contact Information
• Update Your Work History
• Download the Current & Future Show Lists
• Pay Your Dues Electronically
• Stay Current with Local 44 Events & Deadlines

• Post Ads in the Online Toolcrib
• List Your Work Resume for FREE!
• Browse the Photo Gallery
• Download Retiree & Beneficiary Forms
• Read past editions of the Local 44 Newsreel

YOUR LOCAL 44 OFFICERS AND REPRESENTATIVES
Working Hard for You and the Union

OFFICERS
Business Agent

Ed Brown
818-769-2500

ebrown@local44.org

Secretary-Treasurer
Anthony Pawluc
818-769-2500

President
Michael Diersing

mikediersing@sbcglobal.net

Vice-President
Erin Hennessey
310-500-7457

Sergeant-At-Arms
Wild Bill Elliott

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
REPRESENTATIVES

Property 
Eric Hulett 

Ray Schrefel, Jr. 
Scott Bobbitt

Propmaker 
Michael Cappello 
818-691-6300 

Armando Gonzalez 
818-506-7897 

Colin Dennis

Property Master 
Emily Ferry 

323-462-4468 
Dutch Merrick 
818-422-7373

Set Decorator 
Andrea Joel 

Steve Rostine

Coordinator 
Andrew Moore 

cattleco.44@verizon.net 
Karen Higgins

Special Effects 
J.D. Streett 

jds@jdsfx.com 
Timothy Graham 

timothybg@hotmail.com

REPRESENTATIVE 
ALTERNATES

Property 
Mike Loomer

Propmaker 
Tom Bowen

Property Master 
Carlos “Charli” Jayson

Coordinator 
John Richardson

Set Decorator 
Rosemary Brandenburg

Special Effects 
Sandra Stewart

DELEGATES
Property 

Ray Schrefel, Jr.

Propmaker 
Michael Cappello

Property Master 
Paul Ahrens

Coordinator 
David Elliott

Set Decorator 
Andrea Joel

Special Effects 
J.D. Streett

DELEGATE ALTERNATES
Property 
Tobey Bays

Propmaker 
Vincent Hammond

Property Master 
Emily Ferry

Special Effects 
Timothy Graham

TRUSTEES
H. Barclay Aaris
Robert Carlyle

Anthony Syracuse

ASSISTANT 
BUSINESS AGENTS

Paul Ahrens
David Elliott
Rick McGee
Victor Reyes

SHOP STEWARDS
HPR Custom

Michael Torvinen

ISS 
Julie Gause

Lennie Marvin
Denise Grisco

Paramount Pictures
Steven Marchand
323-253-1843 

smarchand@juno.com

SAT 
Mike Bottoni

Sony Motion Picture Studios
John Timm

Spellman Desk
Alex Hernandez

Universal Studios
Michael Cappello

Ray Schrefel
John Barton

Warner Bros.
Dennis Christensen

Ryan Gullixson - Property 

FIELD STEWARDS
Rocco Buffolino

“Grande” Gonzalez
Andrea Joel

Chilly Nathan
Marc Meisels
Ross Parker

Matthew Pinkerton 
Randy Severino

Anthony Syracuse

FIELD REPS
Ed Langdon
Milt Wilson
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From  t he  D e sk  of

B u s i n e s s  Ag e n t

E d  B r o w n

When it comes to safety,  

Know your Rights!

You have a job and your 

employers have a job. 

We expect that both 

will always perform to the best 

of each other’s ability. Well some-

times it’s not a two way street. 

The employer’s job is to deliver 

a quality product with the least 

amount of cost and the highest 

level of profitability. Part of their 

job is to also ensure a quality 

and safe working environment 

for the company’s employees. 

Sometimes that is not always the 

case when looking to cut corners 

and shave expenses. When those 

cost savings put you at risk when 

it comes to your safety, then they 

have failed not only their com-

pany but you, the employee. 

Remember you have rights under 

state and federal laws to a safe 

workplace. 

So here are few reminders, 

specifically now in the heat of 

summer. When working either 

indoors or outdoors when it’s 

super hot. Take care of your-

self. Hydrate, drink water, use 

sunscreen. Get in the shade 

and rest. Cal- OSHA requires 

your employer to provide water, 

shade and rest. The water must 

be fresh, pure, and suitably cool 

and provided to employees free 

of charge. The employer is to 

provide at least one quart per 

hour for each worker. And the 

employer is to encourage the 

workers to drink water. If you 

have questions about working 

in hot conditions you can refer 

to the official industry safety bul-

letin on the CSATF website. But 

in any case remember to stay as 

cool and hydrated as possible. 

If you’re working outdoors see 

if there is an easy up or tarp to 

create a shaded area, if not ask 

for one. If you’re working indoors 

ask Production to turn on the Air 

Conditioning for all crew mem-

bers, whether they’re working 

on-production or off-produc-

tion. Ask your Foreman or Lead 

to have an IATSE Medic on set 

or on location to take care of the 

working crew. There are many 

other circumstances where you 

could find yourself working in an 

unsafe condition or location. Be 

aware and in all cases if in doubt 

call a Business Agent. We all want 

you to be healthy and safe!

Ed Brown

Business Agent
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OVER 50 YEARS
Arthur Lipschultz - Property Master (57)

Raymond Wright - Propmaker (57)
Thomas DelGenio - Special Effects (53)

50 YEARS
B. Hessey - Special Effects
Allan Lotta - Coordinator

Dennis Schroeder - Propmaker

Floyd Van Wey Jr. - Special Effects
35 YEARS

no members
25 YEARS

no members
10 YEARS

Johnathan Buchanan - Property Master
Pete Chacon - Propmaker

Robert Clot - Propmaker
Brian Ferguson - Property

Christopher Marsteller - Set Decorator
Amanda Mendonca - Property

Dan Miner - Propmaker
Darren Patnode - Property
Roger Shaide - Property
Neil Wicks - Property

M A Y  2 0 17

ANNIVERSARY MILESTONES
We recognize and congratulate the following individuals for their years of membership with Local 44.

OVER 50 YEARS
Douglas Pettibone - Special Effects (72)
Louis Cooper - Special Effects (51)

Alfred Johnson - Spceial Effects (51)
50 YEARS

Clarence Price - Coordinator
35 YEARS

no members
25 YEARS

Rick Atwell - Propmaker
John Cazin - Special Effects
Gregory Hoyt - Coordinator

Tim Perovich - Property Master
Wendy Weaver - Property

10 YEARS
Sergio Acevedo - Propmaker

Bonnie Betancourt - 
Property Master

Ryan Kelley - Propmaker
Jason McDonough - Property

Melissa Merritt - Property
John Micheletos - Property
Jason Miranda - Property

Chilly Nathan - Set Decorator
Jorge Rodriguez Jr. - Property

Michael Sobray - Property
Donald Varley - Property

J U N E  2 0 17

OPT-OUT NOTICE
To have your name excluded from future anniversary rolls, 

send an email with your full name and Union card number to newsreel@local44.org,

Arête
Allsets Design & Construction

A.N.A. Special Effects
CBS Studio Center
CBS Television City
Centerline Scenery

Dahlhouse Scenery Inc.
Dangling Carrot
FXperts, Inc.

Goodnight & Company
Green Set Inc.

Hand Prop Room Custom
Independent Studio Services

J.E.M. F/X Inc.
Jackson Shrub Supply

Lennie Marvin Enterprises
Motion Picture Glass Inc.

Movieglas
Omega Drapery & Upholstery

Department
Paramount Studios
Reel Greens Inc.

Scenic Express
Sony Pictures Studios

Spellman Desk 
(formerly Alpha Medical)
Studio Art & Technology

Take 1 Motion Picture Plant Rentals, Inc.
Twentieth Century Fox Studios

NBC / Universal Studios
The Walt Disney Studios

Warner Bros. Studios
White Rhino Production Services

SUPPORT LOCAL 44 SIGNATORY COMPANIES
KEEP YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS WORKING!

DO IT UNION! Remember to use only Union Fabricators, Union Labor, and Union Brothers 
and Sisters.  We have the talent, the resources, and the abilities to create anything the 
Producers request.  They have a contractual agreement that requires Union-covered work 
to be performed by Union members. 

Do what’s right; do it Union!
Ed Brown, Business Agent4



From  t he  D e sk  of

Se c r e ta ry-Tr e a s u r e r

A n t h o n y  Paw l u c

It is BUSY!

If you are any where near 

Los Angeles, then you are 

aware that it is extremely 

busy in town. On a daily basis, 

we have been filling six to ten 

work calls requesting anywhere 

between four and ten members 

per production. As previously 

reported, the weak pilot season 

coupled with the potential writ-

er ’s  st r i ke,  made 2017 's f i rst 

quarter not very strong. Work was 

consistent but not to the magni-

tude that has taken place over 

the past four weeks. Currently, 

the majority of the work calls are 

for Propmakers, closely followed 

by Floor Covers, Upholsters/

Drapers, and Property people. The 

Callboard is also taking requests 

for  depa r t ment  he ad s  av a i l-

ability lists. The Callboard will 

only call or list you if you are cur-

rently showing as “not working” 

in our system AND you will only 

receive the call if the Callboard 

has your current contact infor-

mation. PLEASE be certain that 

all of your contact information 

plus your work availability is up-

to-date with the Callboard. We 

lobbied hard for the California 

Film Tax incentives to bring jobs 

back to California. Now that they 

are coming back, we need to get 

those jobs filled with the best in 

the business; our Local 44 Sisters 

and Brothers. When we do that 

we can lobby for renewal based 

on that success and KEEP those 

jobs in California.

Let us know if there is anything 

w e  c a n  do  t o  a s si s t  s t a f f i n g 

departments.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  s h o u l d  b e 

launching our Local 44 app this 

summer. Please keep an eye out 

for further information from my 

office in the coming months.

As always, if you have any ques-

tions, or would like me to visit 

your sets, please feel free to con-

tact me so I can arrange a time to 

join you on the job.

Best,

Anthony Pawluc

We are always proud to showcase our members’ hard work and 
extraordinary talents.  

Get a poster from your production, ask your Local 44 Brothers and 
Sisters to sign it, and we’ll frame & hang it in the hallways for all to 

admire.

You can bring it to the business office any time, or call us at (818) 769-
2500 to arrange for pick up.

THANKS FOR THESE AWESOME POSTERS. KEEP ‘EM COMING!
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MOTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS
IATSE Local 44 invites and encour-
ages all members in good standing to 
take interest in their Union’s busi-
ness.  One of the best ways to do so 
is by reviewing your Local’s Execu-
tive Board Meeting minutes.  All 
you need to do is follow Article VIII, 
Powers and Duties  Section 4 Sec-
retary/Treasurer paragraph K (I) 
Minutes and Log of Motions of Lo-
cal 44’s Constitution and By-Laws.  
The article states: “Any member in 
good standing who submits a writ-
ten request to schedule an appoint-
ment to review a copy of the minutes 
or the log of motions may do so.” 
This allows members to draw their 
own conclusion on the entire meet-
ing, not just highlights that someone 
else considered important to print.  
Contact the Secretary Treasurer 
to schedule an appointment so we 
can accommodate your request. 
The following are motions/actions 
of past Executive Board Meetings.

SUMMARY OF MOTIONS: 04-12-17

Michael: “I would like to make a mo-
tion to accept the Executive Board 
minutes of March 8, 2017
as amended/corrected.”
Eric seconded the motion. The mo-
tion was carried without opposi-
tion.
Michael Cappello: “I motion to ac-
cept the Set Decorator’s Steering 
Committee report as
presented.”
Eric seconded the motion. The mo-
tion was seconded without opposi-
tion.
Anthony: “I move to accept the Busi-
ness Agent’s report as presented.”
JD Streett seconded the motion. 
The motion was carried without 
opposition.
Anthony: “I so move that Local 44 
support the Heartbeat of Holly-
wood’s 39th annual event in the
amount of $5k.”
Ed seconded the motion. The mo-
tion was carried without opposi-
tion.
Michael Cappello: “I so move for the 

donation of $200 to the American 
Heart Association in
memory of John Walter Cahill (fa-
ther of previous Vice President, Wal-
ter Cahill).”
Colin seconded the motion. The 
motion was carried without oppo-
sition.
Ed: “I so move that Local 44 re-
serve a full-page ad in the amount 
of $1,650 in support of the 68th
Quadrennial Convention Journal.”
Eric seconded the motion. The mo-
tion was carried without opposi-
tion.
Timothy: “I so move to accept the 
Warner Brothers Hardware Depart-
ment mailer to be sent to
the Construction Coordinator 
Craft.”
Charli seconded the motion. The 
motion was carried without oppo-
sition.
Michael: “I would like to make a mo-
tion to accept the Secretary-Trea-
surer report as presented.”
Armando seconded the motion. 
The motion was carried without 
opposition.
Michael Cappello: “I would like to 
make a motion to table the discus-
sion on all the topics that Brother 
Loomer presented. There is just way 
too many and too big to navigate 
through at this
meeting. We could bring this to the 
table at a later time".
JD Streett seconded the motion. 
The motion was carried without 
opposition.
JD Streett: “I would like to make a 
motion to adjourn.”
Armando seconded the motion. 
The motion was carried without 
opposition.

SUMMARY OF MOTIONS: 05-10-17

Michael: “I would like to make a mo-
tion to accept the Executive Board 
minutes of April 12, 2017
as amended/corrected.”
Tom seconded the motion. The mo-
tion was carried without opposi-
tion.

Anthony: “I move to accept the Busi-
ness Agent’s report as presented.”
Michael Cappello Streett seconded 
the motion. The motion was car-
ried without opposition.
Eric: “I would like to make a motion 
to accept the Secretary-Treasurer 
report as presented.”
Andrea seconded the motion. The 
motion was carried without oppo-
sition.
Ray: “I would like to make a motion 
to offer catastrophic relief funds 
($2k) to Property member, Chris 
Pippen. He experienced a sudden 
tragic death and has two young 
daughters.”
Michael Cappello seconded the 
motion. The motion was carried 
without opposition.
Michael Cappello: “As a Propmaker, 
I would like to motion that the Board 
approve $2k of catastrophic relief 
funds for Propmaker, Frank Brook-
shire.”
Ray seconded the motion. The mo-
tion was carried without opposi-
tion.
Andrea: “I would like to make a mo-
tion that the Board sponsor the up-
coming SDSA Annual Luncheon for 
a table of ten in the total amount of 
$600.”
Steve seconded the motion. The 
motion was carried by majority 
vote with one member in absten-
tion
(Eric Hulett).
Dutch: “The Property Masters are 
requesting / motioning from the 
Board catastrophic relief funds 
($2k) on behalf of Property Master 
Leonora Lee Lee Baird (facing a life-
threatening
disease).
Anthony seconded the motion. The 
motion was carried without oppo-
sition.
Eric: “I would like to make a motion 
to adjourn.”
JD Streett seconded the motion. 
The motion was carried without 
opposition.
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IN MEMORIAM
Robert Dreyer 

Propmaker 
Born: October 24, 1937 
Joined: May 29, 1979 
Died: April 05, 2017

Alex Felix III 
Propmaker 

Born: June 20, 1949 
Joined: March 13, 1985 

Died: April 15, 2017

Sammy Loreno Jr. 
Property Master 

Born: September 05, 1951 
Joined: February 06, 1974 

Died: March 14, 2017

Garth Majors 
Propmaker 

Born: January 08, 1962 
Joined: September 18, 1996 

Died: May 08, 2017

Richard A. Griffis Jr. 
Property 

Born: August 06, 1955 
Joined: December 23, 2002 

Died: March 02, 2017

Terry Olson 
Propmaker 

Born: July 12, 1956 
Joined: Feburary 26, 1979 

Died: March 03, 2017

• 41 Sets
• A & D Scenery

• Action Sets and Props
• Accurate Staging & Productions

• Acme
• Art Model & Props

• B & R Scenery
• Basso Design Scenery and Props

• Benchmark Scenery
• Carthay Set Services

• Charisma
• Chris G TV, Inc.

• Cinnabar
• Collins Visual Media
• Company Inc. Sets

• Crisis
• Depict, Inc.

• Dream Delivery Inc. 
Miniature and Model
• Dropshop Studios

• Flix FX / Standout Graphics
• Global Scenery

• Grosh Backdrops 
• Heroic Props and Sets

• I.D.F. Studio Scenery
• Imagivations Production and Design

• Ironwood Scenic Inc.
• Isolated Ground

• Jet Sets
• Lexington Scenery

• Maxsets, Inc.
• Merrit Productions

• Plan B Creations and Props
• Piecemakers 
• Power House

• Props Inc.
• Prop Masters, Inc.

• Red Truck
• Rosco Digital Imaging

• Scenery West
• Scenic Highlights

• Sketch Paper Design
• Set Masters

• So Cal Production Source
• Tractor Vision Scenery and Rentals

• Tribal Scenery
• Vision Scenery

NON SIGNATORY COMPANIES
(No contract with L44)
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PERSONS NOT IN GOOD STANDING

Brandt, Andrea Frenkel, Jason Pope, Frank

As of June 28, these persons are not eligible for work.
If you believe there is a mistake, please call (818) 769-2500.

Be advised that some members may have become reinstated by the time this issue went to print.

EMPLOYERS 
You are responsible for clearing all union personnel.   

Call our Business Office at (818) 769-2500 to verify that they are a Member In Good Standing and working in 
the proper Craft. 

MEMBERS 
Please reach out to these individuals and urge them to contact Local 44 as soon as possible; 

they may be unaware that their Union membership is in jeopardy.

TOOL CRIB
Classified ads are removed after two issues unless you call to renew.    
Contact the Newsreel team at 818-769-2500 or newsreel@local44.org. 

Please call when your item has been sold.   
You may also post ads at www.Local44.org by going to Members: Community: Tool Crib.

FOR SALE: Construction Coordinator Tool Package. $20,000. Contact for more info. Jay 310-463-5139.
FOR SALE: 1 Stevedore - $250 with replacement wheels. Property Masters Coca Cola Cooler, powered and 
refrigerated $1995. Call Richard at 818-821-3251.
FOR SALE: Retired Property Master large, diverse kit. Truck and set boxes. Props galore. Call Lou Torretta, 208-
699-7217, for CD with pictures, inventory and information.
FOR SALE: Built in generator and air compressor. Includes TIG and MIG welders and Emco lathe / mill combo. 
Fully equipped. Selling complete package only. Bruce Lee Minkus at 310-849-6695
FOR SALE: 10'x10', 8'x10' & 8'x12' support rooms for rent or sale. Pre wired with electrical outlets and LED lights. 
Muslin and chicken wire ceiling pieces. Jordan Lawrence 310 469 3011.
FOR SALE: 1Nongun parts, tooling,Programs,Software and computer. 13-40 Lathe,Max-nc Mill. See Russ 818-480-
1131 nongun@aol.com
FOR SALE: Look Unique Hazer with case $1000. DF 50 Hazer $ 2000. Larz Anderson, 310-429-0157 lafx@
verizon.net.
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